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FREEZE FRAME WILL OPEN NATIONWIDE ON JUNE 18TH

- FREEZE FRAME -
Off-camera is Off-guard
Conceptually original and visually distinctive, FREEZE FRAME is a fast-moving, contemporary thriller with a deep and disturbing resonance for the paranoid world in which we currently find ourselves...

SHORT SYNOPSIS

An ultra-paranoid murder suspect videotapes himself around the clock so he’ll have a rock-solid alibi if he’s ever accused of another crime. But the one tape that could prove his innocence of a new murder mysteriously disappears and he's forced to go on the run to fabricate the evidence of the missing hours...

LONG SYNOPSIS
Utterly traumatized by his arrest and near-conviction for a series of brutal murders, thirty-three year old SEAN VEIL has become a true paranoid. 

Convinced that sinister figures led by a criminal profiler are determined to fit him up, he has spent the ten years since his acquittal video-taping his every waking and sleeping moment, as insurance against the day when they confront him with another crime and ask him for an alibi. 

Entrenched in a fortress-like basement from which he ventures out only when armed with a battery of DV cameras, he shaves all his body hair (so his DNA cannot be stolen and placed at the scene of a crime) and spends his time collating information on each and every murder that takes place around the country. 

To an outsider, he would doubtless appear like a prototype serial killer - a loner whose apartment walls are plastered with macabre newspaper clippings and lined with ten years worth of self-recorded videotapes. But Sean fervently believes he is not being paranoid. As he says in his voiceover, "Paranoia is a malfunction of the ability to reason. I can reason therefore I am not paranoid..." 

Moreover, he is proved right. Despite all his precautions against the forces out to destroy him, the police eventually do come calling and the one tape that could prove his innocence of a new murder has mysteriously disappeared. 

Forced to go on the run, Sean fabricates the evidence of the missing hours and subsequently hands himself in, only to be confronted with startling footage of his association with a missing girl who has turned up in a shallow grave.

Past and present collide as Sean strives to prove his innocence of this, and all the other crimes that have been laid at his door. But the accusations and the tension mount, and just when Sean thinks it’s all over, an unexpected twist finds him fighting for his life…

___________________________

THE CAST

LEE EVANS (SEAN VEIL) - Winner of the coveted Perrier Award at the Edinburgh Festival in 1993, Lee is one of Britain's best-loved and most talented comedians. Nationwide tours and sell-out shows at Wembley have garnered rave reviews and seen tribute paid to his unique, anarchic genius. But beyond the intense physicality of his comic persona, there is another side to Lee, which prompted John Simpson to cast him in the lead role in 'Freeze Frame'. Having seen Lee in Peter Chelsolm's 'Funny Bones'(1995) John was struck by Lee's ability to access a naked vulnerability and despair which he knew were essential elements in bringing the central character in Freeze Frame to life. As Sean Veil, a man immersed in a paranoid nightmare from which there seems to be no escape, Lee does indeed give a genuinely stunning, career-changing performance.  Furthermore, in this his first entirely straight role, Lee's commitment to the part was total. He shaved both his head and his eyebrows (despite warnings that his eyebrows might not grow back!) and spent much of the production fitted with his own mini-steadicam device - his 'self-cam' - which provided an instant injection into the central character's world and produced some truly amazing footage. Like Robin Williams and Jim Carrey before him, Lee has now made that most difficult of transitions, and proven that his talent extends far beyond the confines of comedy. 

Lee's other film credits include 'Mousehunt', 'There's Something About Mary' and 'The Fifth Element'. In the autumn he can be seen opposite Richard Dreyfuss in the West End production of 'The Producers'. He is currently appearing at the Albery Theatre with Michael Gambon in Samuel Beckett's 'Endgame'.

SEAN McGINLEY (EMERIC) - Dublin-based SEAN is one of the hardest working and most successful actors in Ireland. Instantly recognizable from his appearance as Charlo in the corruscating 'Family' (1994), he has appeared in everything from 'Braveheart', to 'Michael Collins', 'The Butcher Boy', 'The General', and 'Gangs of New York'.

IAN McNEICE (SEGER) - One of Britain's most prolific actors, Ian's breakthrough role came as Harcourt in the BAFTA award-winning 'Edge of Darkness'. A powerful stage and screen presence, Ian ended a four year stint with the RSC with Nicholas Nickelby on Broadway. He has since lent his unique gifts to such diverse productions as Ace Ventura:When Nature Calls (opposite Jim Carrey), 'From Hell', 'A Life Less Ordinary' and 'The Englishman Who Went Up A Hill and Came Down a Mountain'. He can soon be seen in the remake of 'Around The World In Eighty Days'. Other forthcoming releases include 'White Noise'.

COLIN SALMON (MOUNTJOY) - Colin made his screen debut in 1992 opposite Helen Mirren in Prime Suspect 2. Since then, he has become one of Britain's most recognizable and popular actors with a recurring part in the James Bond franchise as M's Chief of Staff, Charles Robinson. Colin's other film credits include 'Resident Evil', 'Captives', 'Fanny and Elvis', 'Mind Games' and 'My Kingdom'. Most recently, Colin finished work on Paul W S Anderson's 'Alien Vs Predator'.

RACHAEL STIRLING (KATIE CARTER) - Rachael, daughter of Diana Rigg, shot to prominence with her lead role as 'Nan Astley' in the BBC's lesbian bodice ripper, 'Tipping the Velvet'. Recently, she completed a four month stint in the West End in 'A Woman of No Importance'. Previous film credits include 'Maybe Baby' and 'Still Crazy'.

THE CREW





WRITER/DIRECTOR:- JOHN SIMPSON

Freeze Frame is John Simpson's debut feature as a writer-director. 

Intrigued by the idea that the flip-side of the paranoia about state surveillance was the notion that the state itself could become paranoid about its camera-carrying citizens (who increasingly use video evidence against over-zealous law-enforcement), John arrived at the idea of a character whose paranoia lay not in the fear that he might be being filmed, but rather in the fear that a second of his life might go unfilmed and so give someone the chance to fit him up and accuse him of something he couldn't prove he didn't do off-camera... 

Out of this grew the notion of Sean Veil's strategy of constant self-surveillance as the only reliable defence against a system which had previously accused him of murder and which he believed would do so again if he dropped his guard. 

As an idea, this lent itself well to the low-budget aesthetic which enabled American indie directors to break into the industry and John initially conceived 'Freeze Frame' as a project which he and the producer, Michael Casey, could realise on a micro-budget should it prove impossible to raise the requisite finance. 

In the event, Michael did raise the budget (to a respectable two million euros) and, while still technically 'low-budget', the film pushed the available technology to the absolute limits. While using primarily Hi-Definition cameras, John also incorporated DV-cam, mini-DV, Digi-Beta, Beta-SP, Super 8 film, VHS and 35mm still-photography into the shoot.

Formerly an award-winning BBC promo-director, John is also the writer-director of the short film, 'Mysterious Ways', a dark fairy tale about two young children trying to bring their mother's dead body back to life (also produced by Michael Casey).  He is currently at work on a new thriller.
PRODUCER: - MICHAEL CASEY

Freeze Frame is the first feature film Michael has produced. 

He and writer/director, John, first worked together four years ago on the afore-mentioned short 'Mysterious Ways’. The result was not just a short film to be proud of, but a relationship which both believed could make the leap into feature work. Indeed the core creative team from that film all moved on to work on Freeze Frame.

Resolving to develop a project that would survive a micro-budget aesthetic, Michael and John began work on Freeze Frame. However, John’s script had clear commercial potential - even in a difficult market for first-time filmmakers - and provided the platform for a more traditional financing approach.

Investment from the Irish Film Board and the Northern Ireland Film Commission breathed life into the production, with the support of Universal Pictures completing the circle. The financiers of the film backed Michael and John to deliver a film that was incredibly complex technically, and made strenuous demands on a tight budget.  

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK GARRET
Though 'Freeze Frame' is Mark's first feature film as director of photography, he has developed his craft over many years at the BBC where his work on dramas, documentaries and short films resulted in a Cannes selection for 'The Good Son'. He and John established their working relationship on 'Mysterious Ways' and intend to continue their collaboration on subsequent projects.  

FILM EDITOR: SIMON THORNE
Freeze Frame was always going to be a technically complex film to edit. With Lee's 'self-cam' running throughout many scenes in tandem with more conventional coverage, there was - to say the least - a mountain of footage for Simon to collate and work through.  Tape-glitching, fast-forwarding, rewinding, and (of course) freeze frames themselves, added to the stylistic and technical challenges he faced as he and John sought to create a visually-unique film that reflected the central premise of off-camera being off-guard.

Though a feature film first-timer, Simon's experience as an editor is vast. He and John have a working relationship stretching back over ten years that encompasses work on promos, programmes and title sequences, and he rose admirably to the considerable challenges of the film. 

Simon, who is currently working on a series about the underworld for BBC 2, has also cut many high-profile Panorama documentaries including 'In The Line of Fire'. 
COMPOSER: DEBBIE WISEMAN
Debbie, who was awarded the MBE in January this year for her services to music, has been described as one of Britain's most prolific and emotionally charged composers.

Her haunting scores range from the acclaimed BBC productions 'Death In Yugoslavia' and 'Warriors', to the feature films 'Wilde', 'Tom and Viv','Lighthouse', 'Haunted' and 'Tom's Midnight Garden'. 

Debbie's work, for which she has received many accolades over the years (including RTS awards and Ivor Novello nominations), resonates in the mind long after first exposure.

'Freeze Frame' is the second project she has worked on with John, having written the score for 'Mysterious Ways' 

PRODUCTION DESIGNER:  ASHLEIGH JEFFERS

Freeze Frame also represents Ashleigh Jeffers' feature film debut. An essential part of the team working on John and Michael’s short film, Ashleigh proved himself to be endlessly inventive, and happiest under pressure. With a relatively small budget (and an even smaller team) he worked miracles on Freeze Frame, producing a range of set designs that perfectly evoke the tape-trapped, surveillance-soaked universe that Sean Veil inhabits.  

--------------------------
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