Saul Dibb’s THE BOYS (working title)
Starts Principal Photography
Date: Saul Dibb’s first feature film, The Boys (working title) starts principal photography on location in and around East London. The Boys is a story of two brothers - 12-year-old Curtis and Ricky, who is 18. The film takes an unflinching look at what it means to grow up on the wrong side of the postal code. 

The Boys inhabits a world where friendships and loyalty are tested to the extreme, where the interchange of fate and circumstance seems as casual as a coin toss. The bonds of family are continually tested by the call of the streets, and boys attempt to be men before they're even teenagers.
To preserve a naturalistic feel, the film is being shot in available light, and all the locations are actual neighbourhood sites. The drama plays out against an evocative soundscape reflecting hybrid influences on British youth, including US hip-hop and R&B to sounds of the UK underground, assembled by Charlie Dark of Attica Blues and Blacktronica. 

Co-writer Catherine Johnson is a long-term resident of Hackney. The Boys features both trained actors and fresh talent plucked from around London. Through intensive workshops, the cast are encouraged to improvise dialogue and scenes, drawing on personal experiences to add depth, texture and comic relief to the script. Playing the role of Ricky is Ashley Walters, who received critical acclaim for his roles in The Murder of Stephen Lawrence and Storm Damage. The cast also features Curtis Walker and introduces newcomer Luke Fraser, in the role of Curtis.
A BBC Films, UK Film Council New Cinema Fund and Shine Entertainment Ltd. production, The Boys is the feature film debut of documentary filmmaker Saul Dibb (Lifters, Electric Avenue, Tottenham Ayatollah). The film’s producers are Marc Boothe (Nubian Tales and leading media arts lab B3 Media) and multiple award-winner Ruth Caleb (Last Resort, Out of Control, Tomorrow La Scala!). The executive producers include Paul Hamann, David M. Thompson and Paul Trijbits. The Associate Producer is Abi Bach and Director of Photography is Marcel Zyskind, who has most recently shot Michael Winterbottom's Code 46 and In This World.

International sales are handled by Portman Films, with the newly formed Verve Pictures having snapped up all UK rights. 
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