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AM I BLACK ENOUGH FOR YOU

One love, one song and one friendship gone bad.

Am I Black Enough For You, the story of legendary Philadelphia soul artist Billy Paul, will be released on July 3rd through Verve Pictures.  A riveting portrait of Soul music’s unsung hero, Am I Black Enough For You examines Paul’s life long companionship with his wife Blanche, and how the oppression of Afro-Americans and the civil rights movement gave rise to the birth of soul.  

Born and raised in Philadelphia, Billy Paul was singing on local radio stations when he was just twelve. Listening to his family's collection of 78s, he began to develop a vocal style that would eventually incorporate traces of jazz, R&B and pop and would one day lead to him appearing in concert with such artists as Charlie Parker, Dinah Washington, Nina Simone, Miles Davis, The Impressions, Sammy Davis, Jr. and Roberta Flack.  Paul finally bloomed with the Philly Sound in 1970, and Going East, his first album released on the Philadelphia International Label, placed him into the mainstream arena.  But it was his song "Me and Mrs. Jones" that became a smash hit on both sides of the Atlantic,  selling two million copies (platinum single status), and going on to win him a Grammy Award.  

His follow up single, Am I Black Enough For You flopped, and it was a failure that nearly cost Paul his career. Looking back it seems that the lyrics offered too radical a message for the majority of the white market of the seventies. But if the song had such a radical message, enough to turn away a huge number of fans, why was it released?  The answer lies in the relationship between Paul and his record executive Kenny Gamble. Gamble was a member of the Nation of Islam who espoused a radical social message of black power, and in some cases black supremacy. He and those around him were prepared to sanction and encourage the release of a single they knew could irreparably damage Paul’s career for the sake of the message it contained. This was a time in which political affiliations, ambitions and assertions came above friendship and personal success.  

As a rare example of a successful black American, did Paul have an obligation to act as a leader for his race?  Am I Black Enough For You seeks to answer this question and to help us comprehend the lived experience of racism in America during this period.

Am I Black Enough For You will appeal to fans of R&B and Soul, as well as to anyone interested in an unforgettable period in US history. 
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Released by Verve Pictures on 3 July 2009 

Certificate: 12A / Running time:  85 mins  

For further release information please contact: 

Caroline Henshaw : 020 7299 3685 / caroline@rabbitpublicity.com

Clare Sainsbury 020 7299 3686/ clare@rabbitpublicity.com
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